
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1175 BIRNEY LANE  
CINCINNATI, OH 45230 

(513) 231-2253 • www.ZionLC.org 

 

 
 
 

PRAISE ABLAZE  •  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

MAY  10TH,  2026   •  11 AM 

WEEK 4: TABLE CONVERSATIONS – THE LONG GAME 

 
Welcome! We’re excited you’re here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him 
our worship and praise. We come together to be strengthened through the study of God’s Word 
and empowered to live as His witnesses. 

 
Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-
being of your child is very important to us. Many families wish to teach and encourage their 
younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it  If you feel that you need to 
take your child out for whatever reason; a small area is set up in the atrium for children with 
“wiggles”; and a restroom with a baby changing station is located by the rear parking lot entrance 
to your left as you exit the atrium doors of the Multi-Ministry Center (MMC). Guests, we welcome 
you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling out the Guest side of the Welcome 
Card found in the pews/chair backs and place it in the offering baskets. Holy Communion 
questions, please see purple sheets on Info Table or near the bulletins. 

 
As We Gather:  Table Conversations, the big idea: How can we communicate some of the 
important parts of our faith life and do it in such a way that, though there are disagreements, we 
speak without sacrificing our own convictions?  How do we teach without sacrificing love?  How 
do we strengthen the bond between a parent and a child, friends, families, co-workers so that 
when the bond gets bumpy, they can still hold onto one another.  Relational witnessing can be 
one of the most powerful and simple ways to share what it is that you believe and pass on what 
is closest to your faith life in Christ.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

Come & See  Come & Be  Take & Share  

 

 

 

 

Jason Hoerth, Pastor • (513) 528-0309  •  jhoerth@zionlc.org 
Chris Graves, Dir. of Children and Youth Min.  •  (513) 686-9137 • cgraves@zionlc.org 

Julia Witt, Deaconess Intern • (402) 270-6251  •  jwitt@zionlc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking the cross of grace and peace to form a community of uncommon servants . 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Welcome / Video                           The Extraordinary Women Among Us / 231 Worship 

 

Opening Worship                                                        House of the Lord                                           

                                                                                                                                                                 My Jesus 

Call to Worship 

 

Confession & Absolution     

                        

Children’s Message 

 

God’s Word (see opposite or screens)                                             Acts 17:16–31 

                                                                                          1 Peter 3:13–22 

                                                                                           Luke 15:11-32 

                                                                                                   

(Children excused for Children’s Church.) 

 

Offering  (Thanks for your support of God’s mission here.)  

 

Today’s Message  

 

(Children return from Children’s Church.) 

     

What We Believe       The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Meaning 

 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

 

Preface / Words of Our Lord 

 

Reception / Song                                                               Reckless Love  

 

Blessing / Song                                                           Raise a Hallelujah 

 

Dismissal 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                                                                                             Acts 17:16–31  

(Paul preaches Jesus, pointing Athenians to the “unknown God”.) 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 

within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 

every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean 

and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What 

does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of 

foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the 

resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, 

saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to 

know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the 

foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling 

or hearing something new. 22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the 

Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very 

religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, 

I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who 

made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 

breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of 

mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted 

periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek 

God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 

not far from each one of us, 28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our 

being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his 

offspring.’ 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the 

divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a 

day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EPISTLE                                                                             1 Peter 3:13–22                                                     

(Believers are prepared to give a reason for their hope in Christ the Lord.) 
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have 

no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 

as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 

those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it 

is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 

but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the 

spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 

water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

having been subjected to him. 

 
 

 

A HUGE “Thank you” to those that served to make worship happen today… 

 

           Message ………………….. Rev. Jason Hoerth             Acolyte …………………. Henry Brown 

           Children’s Message ….. Chris Graves DCE.                             Reader ……….……… Marla St.Martin 

           Deaconess Intern ………………….. Julia Witt              Elder……………..……. Duke McKinley 

           Cont. Worship Ldr. ……...... Dyann Cooper              MMC Tech …...……..... Josh Cooper           
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