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GRATITUDE & PRAISE

NOVEMBER 16, 2025 « 8:30 AM « 237 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Profound Love. Powerful Prayer. Pressing On.

Welcome! We're excited you're here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him our worship and praise. We come together to
be strengthened by His Word to be His witnesses.

Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-being of your child is very important to us. Many
families wish to teach and encourage their younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it. If you feel that you need to take
your child out for whatever reason; there is a cry room near the back of the sanctuary and a restroom with a baby changing station is located by
the elevator (to the left as you exit the sanctuary). Guests, we welcome you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling out the Guest
side of the Welcome Card found in the pews/ chair backs and place it in the offering plates.

As We Gather Big Idea of the | Give Thanks Series: This series looks at the thanksgiving prayers in Paul's epistles. Paul prayed for the church
in Ephesus that God would give “a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him” (Ephesians 1:17) Paul’'s example of prayer for
these churches is a call to believers to pray in specific ways for the work of God to be done in His people and His churches.

WELCOME
Please Stand

CALL TO WORSHIP
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

OPENING HYMN 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won
1 Jesus lives! The vict'ry’'s won! Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death'’s reign is done! From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence; This shall be my confidence.

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne High above all things is given.
| shall go where He is gone, Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! This shall be my confidence.

3 Jesus lives! For me He died, Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide, Praise to Him and glory giving.
All' | need God will dispense; This shall be my confidence.

Text: Public domain

OPENING SENTENCES Job 19:25a; Psalm 107:2a; Exodus 15:13; Psalm 118:24
P For | know that my Redeemer lives.

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so.

You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom You have redeemed;

You have guided them by Your strength to Your holy abode.

This is the day that the LORD has made;

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Colossians 1:13-14

C

[ Silence for personal confession and reflection. ]
The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.
Almighty God and Father,
we confess, as Your people, our sinful human nature and the thoughts, words, and actions that are evil in
Your sight. We need Your rescue. We need Your righteousness. We need a Redeemer. Mercifully draw near
to us, O Lord. For the sake of Jesus Christ and His cross, rescue us from our troubles and cover our sin with
true righteousness. Redeem our lives, that our days and deeds would be directed in Your peace. Amen.
Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you, and for His sake forgives You all Your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of the Word made flesh and by His authority, | therefore forgive You all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING

HYMN OF PRAISE 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won
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Text and tune: Public domain
SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Redeeming Lord Jesus Christ, at Your name bows every knee in heaven and on earth. In Word and
Sacrament, draw near to this holy gathering, that in forgiveness and faith, Your people might confess You as Lord,
be sanctified for good works, and be prepared to meet You when You come again, for You live and reign with the
Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Be Seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6
(The Lord prepares His people to meet the sun of righteousness.)

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day
that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for
you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day
when | act, says the Lord of hosts. 4 "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that | commanded
him at Horeb for all Israel. >“Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of
the Lord comes. ® And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest
| come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN 411 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. | want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. -Refrain

2 | want to see the brightness of God. | want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father. -Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. | want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. -Refrain

Refrain In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23
(Thanksgiving and Prayer.)

15 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, '®| do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, ' that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, '® having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inher-
itance in the saints, ' and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the
working of his great might 2°that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, %! far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 2 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head
over all things to the church, 22 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

VERSE Luke 21:28b
P Alleluia, alleluia!
C Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
P Alleluia, alleluia!
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:5-28
(Seeking a sign, Jesus offers His hearers assurance that amid disaster, their redemption is drawing near.)
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

> And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, ® “As for
these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things
are about to take place?”  And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, 'l am
he!" and, ‘The time is at hand!" Do not go after them. ® And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for
these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” " Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. "' There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pesti-
lences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 2 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
for my name's sake. '3 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. '* Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer, ' for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to
withstand or contradict. '® You will be delivered up even by parents and brother and relatives and friends, and some of
you they will put to death. ' You will be hated by all for my name's sake. '® But not a hair of your head will perish. '° By
your endurance you will gain your lives. 2° “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its des-
olation has come near. 2" Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city
depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 2 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is
written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great
distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. ¢ They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive
among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
25"And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the
roaring of the sea and the waves, 2° people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world.
For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. 2 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your re-
demption is drawing near.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Be Seated — Children Dismissed for Children’s Church

MESSAGE HYMN 527 "O Savior, Precious Savior”

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life. Text: Public domain

MESSAGE
Please Stand — Children return from Children’s Church

CREED Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Meaning
C | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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CREED (cont.)

P What does this mean?

C | believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but
the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the
true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all
my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

OFFERING (Thanks for your ongoing stewardship and support of God's mission here!)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Prayer response after each petition...)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+ SACRAMENT +
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

P Itis truly worthy, proper, and beneficial that we would give thanks to You in every time and place, almighty Fa-
ther, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who bought our redemption through His sinless obedience and innocent
suffering and death. Shedding blood more priceless that gold, Christ won for us pardon and peace. As we ea-
gerly await His returning, gather our hearts and voices with all the redeemed, that along with angels and arch-
angels we may bless and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

HYMN 527 "O Savior, Precious Savior”
O grant the consummation, Of this our song above
In endless adoration, And everlasting love;
Then shall we praise and bless Thee, Where perfect praises ring,
And evermore confess Thee, Our Savior and our King!

Text and tune: Public domain

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
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Be Seated

DISTRIBUTION/ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Zion Chime Choir - "Simple Gifts”
("Simple Gifts” - Shaker melody arrg. By Patricia Cota)

680 "Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
After the Distribution - Please Stand

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P Lord Jesus Christ, as You have enlivened our hearts through Your Holy Supper, keep us ever alert and awake,
ready to meet You and rejoice in Your drawing near. By Your grace, allow us to stand in Your truth and lift our
heads in firm faith, that free from fear, we would witness to Your redeeming love for us and for the world, for You
live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 5517 “When to Our World the Savior Came”
1 When to our world the Savior came The sick and helpless heard His name,
And in their weakness longed to see The healing Christ of Galilee.

3 His praises then were heard and sung By opened ears and loosened tongue,
While lightened eyes could see and know The healing Christ of long ago.

4 Of long ago: yet living still, Who died for us on Calv'ry’s hill;
Who triumphed over cross and grave, His healing hands stretched forth to save.

5 His sov'reign purpose still remains Who rose in pow'r, and lives and reigns;
Till ev'ry tongue confess His praise, The healing Christ of all our days.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392

DISMISSAL
Into the world, thankful for enlightened eyes that see the hope of Christ...

A HUGE “Thank you" to those that served to make worship happen (virtual and in-person) today...

PaStOr ... Rev. Jason Hoerth Reader ..., Todd Thorbahn
Children’s Message ... Chris Graves, DCE Organist ... Cheryl Heck
Elder ..o Robert Buckingham ACOIYLE ..o Paisley Longley
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