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HAVING A HOPE THAT DOESN'T DISAPPOINT

Welcome! We're excited you're here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him our worship and praise. We come together to
be strengthened by His Word to be His witnesses.

Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-being of your child is very important to us.
Many families wish to teach and encourage their younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it. If you feel that you need to
take your child out for whatever reason; there is a cry room near the back of the sanctuary and a restroom with a baby changing station is
located by the elevator (to the left as you exit the sanctuary). Guests, we welcome you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling
out the Guest side of the Welcome Card found in the pews/ chair backs and place it in the offering plates.

As We Gather: In His earthly life, Jesus chose to be a “peripatetic” teacher. Rather than staying in one place and having His learners come to
Him, He went from place to place with disciples or followers who listened to the truths He taught as they went along. Walking with Jesus was
the greatest of blessings! May we be blessed in our walking and in our listening today!

WELCOME

Please Stand

CALL TO WORSHIP
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
OPENING HYMN 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father's bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide; | shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You | die, There to live with You on high. (See Verse 4 on next page.)
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OPENING HYMN (cont,)
4 Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members; Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:1-4, 8, 22
P 1 will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.

Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together!

| sought the LorD, and He answered me and delivered me from all my fears.

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

The LorD redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.

N N ©AN

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[ Silence is observed for personal confession and reflection. ]

P Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His gracious forgiveness for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and before one another, that we
are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We have given in to anxiety and have not always put our
trust in God and His gracious provision for our lives. We have not always been good stewards of the many
gifts that God graciously gives us and have focused on keeping things for ourselves rather than sharing
them with others. We have missed opportunities to share the love of Christ with those around us and
have not sought out the best for the people of our family circles, our neighborhoods, and our communi-
ties. We pray our God to have mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, to lead us into lives of growing faith
and increasing charity, and finally to bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

P God is faithful and keeps His promises of full pardon for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, granting mercy and
forgiveness for those who repent and turn to Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority,
| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GREETING

HYMN OF PRAISE 606 | Lay My Sins on Jesus
1 Ilay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load.
| bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains.

2 |lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem.
| lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares.

3 I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces; | on His breast recline.
| love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured.

Text: Public domain
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable
service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Be Seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
+ WORD +

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 33:12-22

(Great armies and war horses do not save. God does.)
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! '> The Lord looks down
from heaven; he sees all the children of man; ™ from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of
the earth, 1> he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. '® The king is not saved by his great
army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. ' The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great
might it cannot rescue. '® Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast
love, ' that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 2° Our soul waits for the Lord; he is
our help and our shield. 2! For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. %2 Let your steadfast love,
O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
1 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home:

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. Text: Public domain

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1-16
(The examples of faith exhibited by some of God'’s people.)
11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ?For by it the people of old
received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what
is seen was not made out of things that are visible. # By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than
Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his
faith, though he died, he still speaks. ® By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. ® And with-
out faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him. ” By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the right-
eousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to ...
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EPISTLE (cont)

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. ' For he was
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. "' By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. '? Therefore
from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. * These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but
having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth. ™ For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. ' If they had been thinking of that
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. ' But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a
city.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

VERSE Luke 12:32
P Alleluia. Fear not, little flock,
C for it is Your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22-34
(Jesus calls His disciples to make serving Him the priority.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your
body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 2 Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! %> And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 2°If then you are
not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? >’ Consider the lilies, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he
clothe you, O you of little faith! 2 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be wor-
ried. 3° For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3'In-
stead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags
that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth
destroys. 3 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Be Seated — Children Dismissed for Children’s Church

MESSAGE HYMN 795 Voices Raised to You We Offer
1 Voices raised to You we offer; Tune them, God, for songs of praise.
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute For Your gifts through all our days.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to You we sing!
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MESSAGE HYMN (cont)
2 All creation joins to praise You; Earth and sky Your works display.

Art and music, gifts You lend us, We return to You today.
Alleluia! Alleluia! God, Creator, source of life!

3 Christ, the song of Love incarnate, Touching earth with heaven'’s grace,
For Your living, suff'ring, dying, For Your rising, hear our praise!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life!
4 Spirit, flaming through creation, Kindle faith within each heart.
Lift our voices high in chorus; Through our hands Your love impart.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Spirit, Helper, breath of life!
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392
MESSAGE

Please Stand — Children return from Children’s Church

NICENE CREED

C

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING (Thanks for your ongoing stewardship and support of God's mission here!)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Prayer response after each petition...) Psalm 40:3

P

Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
SENDING
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

711 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  wvor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of  our way: Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go  a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us  turn to  You.

bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.

Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL
Into the world living in the hope of Christ alone...

A HUGE “Thank you” to those that served to make worship happen (virtual and in-person) today...
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