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Taking the cross of grace and peace to form a community of uncommon servants. 
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MAY 5, 2024    •    8:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Welcome! We’re excited you’re here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him our worship and praise. We come together 
to be strengthened by His Word to be His witnesses. 
 

Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-being of your child is very important to us. 
Many families wish to teach and encourage their younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it. If you feel that you need to 
take your child out for whatever reason; there is a cry room near the back of the sanctuary and a restroom with a baby changing station is 
located by the elevator (to the left as you exit the sanctuary). Guests, we welcome you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling 
out the Guest side of the Welcome Card found in the pews/ chair backs and place it in the offering plates. 
 

As We Gather We practice soul care when we prioritize authenticity and vulnerability in our spiritual walks and lives.  This includes openly 
acknowledging our fears, doubts, and shortcomings to ourselves and to our Lord.  When we’re honest in confession and complete surrender, 
God can comfort, renew, refresh, and restore us.   
 
 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

Please Stand    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,  Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory,  Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee;  May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,  Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,  Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  Wand’ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger,  Interposed His precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor,   Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter,  Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;  Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  Seal it for Thy courts above.                                                        Text: Public domain 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                  1 John 5:1-4 

P Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 

whoever has been born of him. 

C By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
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OPENING SENTENCES (cont.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

   P    For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 

C For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome 

the world—our faith.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

[ A time of silence for personal confession and meditation.] 
 

P Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

C Gracious God, in heartfelt repentance we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are sin-stained by nature. 

Each day we have done things we ought not to have done and have not done that which we should as 

Your people. We have not seen people in the loving way that You see them. We do indeed deserve Your 

punishment in this life and for eternity. Yet, trusting in Your mercy, we come to You for forgiveness. We 

trust is in the merits of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Abide with us.  Grant us forgiveness. By the power of the 

Holy Spirit, lead us to daily reflect Your goodness and love. 

P God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes and graciously hears our supplications. By the command 

of our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

GREETING  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                                     829 Christ the Eternal Lord 

         

         

         

         
                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                           Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392.  Tune: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, while we were still in our sins You chose us, laid down Your life for us, and called 

us friends. By Your great love for us, inspire us to love one another that we may abide in Your grace and may 

bear fruit according to Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                          Acts 10:34–48  

                                                                                                                         (People from every nation are accepted by God.) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, be-

ginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but 

to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 

and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.” 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And 

the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just 

as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain 

for some days. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN                                                                                                          791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

              

            

                                                              Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                                 Psalm 42  

                                                                                                                                          (Why are you cast down, O my soul?) 

42 As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before God?  3 My tears have been my food day and night, while they say to me all the 

day long, “Where is your God?” 4 These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the throng and 

lead them in procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping festival. 5 Why 

are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my 

salvation 6 and my God. My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you from the land of Jordan and  
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SECOND READING (cont.) 

of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 7 Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and 

your waves have gone over me. 8 By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with me, a 

prayer to the God of my life. 9 I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because 

of the oppression of the enemy?” 10 As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, while they say to 

me all the day long, “Where is your God?” 11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within 

me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand    

 

VERSE                                                                                                                                    Romans 6:9; John 16:33b 

P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  

death no longer has dominion over Him. 

C Alleluia. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       John 15:9–17  

                                                                                                   (Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to 

you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another 

as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

 

 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 

fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command 

you, so that you will love one another. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Be Seated – Children are dismissed for Children’s Church (CC). 

    

MESSAGE HYMN                                                                                         811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 

1 Oh, that I had a thousand voices,  To praise my God with thousand tongues! 

My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,  Would then proclaim in grateful songs 

To all, wherever I might be,  What great things God has done for me. 

 

   2    O all you pow’rs that He implanted,  Arise, keep silence now no more; 

         Put forth the strength that God has granted!  Your noblest work is to adore. 

         O soul and body, join to raise,  With heartfelt joy our Maker’s praise. 

 

3 You forest leaves so green and tender,  That dance for joy in summer air, 

You meadow grasses, bright and slender,  You flow’rs so fragrant and so fair, 

You live to show God’s praise alone.  Join me to make His glory known. 

                                                                                                                                                                   (v. 5 on next page) 
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811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices (cont.) 

5 Creator, humbly I implore You,  To listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You,  Together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing,  Eternal anthems to my King. 
 

                                                                                                                                                     Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004392 

MESSAGE 

 

Please Stand 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  (Thanks for your ongoing stewardship and support of God’s mission here!) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Prayer response after each petition…) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer.   

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                       Matthew 6:9–13 

+ SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE                                                                                                                                     2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.                       [Colossians 3:1] 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                                                 [Psalm 136]  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord our God, 

for You have shown us Your grace in all our days. Assured of Your mercy, we come before You, asking that we 

may receive Your blessings with heartfelt thanksgiving. Pour out Your Holy Spirit that we may receive the body 

and blood of our Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to come in Your kingdom. To 

You alone, O God, be all glory, honor, and praise, now and forever… 

 

HYMN                                                                                                                                   808 O Sing to the Lord                                                                                    

        

        

                  
                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                            Text: © Gerhard Cartford. Used by permission:  LSB Hymn License no. 110004392. Tune: Public domain 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                              Matt. 26:26–28; Mk. 14:22–24; Lk. 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Be Seated  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (see pew hymnals)                                                            LSB 740  I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              LSB  648 Glorious Things of You Are Spoken 

 

Please Stand    

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                    Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                                “I Love to Tell the Story” 

 

1. I love to tell the story Of unseen things above,   

Of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love. 

I love to tell the story, Because I know it’s true;   

It satisfies my longings As nothing else would do. Refrain 

 

Refrain:  I love to tell the story; ’Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love. 

 

2. I love to tell the story, For those who know it best,  

Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest. 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

’Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long. Refrain     
                                                                                                                Text: Arabella Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, alt. Public domain                                                                        

 

DISMISSAL 

Into the world telling the story of Jesus and His love… 
 

A HUGE “Thank you” to those that served to make worship happen (virtual and in-person) today… 

Pastor …………………………………………...……. Rev. Jason Hoerth              Reader …………………………………………. Bob Remmele 

Children’s Message ………………..……….…. Don Hoffmann                         Organist ………………………………………. Carol Trumbo 

Elder ……….…………………………………..……... Robert Buckingham                 Acolyte ………………………….………..…… Isaiah Schwartz 
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