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Taking the cross of grace and peace to form a community of uncommon servants. 
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MARCH 24, 2024    •    8:30 AM 

PALM SUNDAY/SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

 
Welcome! We’re excited you’re here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him our worship and praise. We come together 
to be strengthened by His Word to be His witnesses. 
 

Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-being of your child is very important to us. 
Many families wish to teach and encourage their younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it. If you feel that you need to 
take your child out for whatever reason; there is a cry room near the back of the sanctuary and a restroom with a baby changing station is 
located by the elevator (to the left as you exit the sanctuary). Guests, we welcome you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling 
out the Guest side of the Welcome Card found in the pews/ chair backs and place it in the offering plates. 
 

As We Gather The pilgrims packed Jerusalem during the Feast of Passover, waving palm branches and singing praises to the donkey-riding 
King who came to save. Not knowing exactly how or even when He would declare His victory over His foes, the multitudes celebrated and were 
“altogether joyful” (Deuteronomy 16:15). We can have the same joy and gladness in our hearts today as Jesus comes to us through the promised 
treasures of His Word. Because we have received the full story of His saving actions for us, we are blessed to know that by His death and 
resurrection that week of Passover, our humble King has delivered us from our enemies—Satan, sin, and death. Let us together be “altogether 
joyful” in Jesus! 
 

WELCOME/ VIDEO                                                                                                   Seeing Jesus (Ps. 118), The Skit Guys                                                                                                                       

 

Please Stand    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                                    442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

             

             

             

                         Text and tune: Public domain 
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OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                               Luke 19:28-40 

P And when [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he drew near to 

Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the 

village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and 

bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So 

those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its 

owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 And they 

brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread 

their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 

multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they 

had seen, 38 saying,  

C “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  

P 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell 

you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                         Based on Philippians 2:1–11 

 

[ We observe a moment of silence for personal prayers of confession. ] 

 

   P    Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, and Lord of lords, 

C hear us as we pray. 

P You call us to celebrate Your victory over death and the grave, but often our minds wander to worry and other 

things, even on the Sunday before Holy Week 

C Our rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is why You died for us— 

P to forgive our sins, to redeem our lives, and to cancel the debt we owe to God. 

C With hearts that are humble and lives ever grateful, help us to receive Your grace, come before You in 

worship, and confess that You alone are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

P As a called and ordained servant of Christ, who gave Himself over to death that we might have eternal life, and 

by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

GREETING  
 

HYMN                       441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

                      

              

                                       Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

   P    Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, palms lifted high were waved to celebrate Your triumph. As those who know You 

      as King and Savior, help us to be altogether joyful because of Your victory over our foes. 

C Renew our hearts and minds as we receive the promised treasures of Your Word;             

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

+ WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                               Deuteronomy 16:13-17 

                                                                                                                                                    (The Feast of Booths.) 
13 “You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor 

and your winepress. 14 You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your 

female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are within your towns. 15 For seven days 

you shall keep the feast to the LORD your God at the place that the LORD will choose, because the LORD your God will 

bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful. 16 “Three times a 

year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Booths. They shall not appear before the LORD empty handed. 17 Every 

man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                                                                                                       341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

       

       

       

       

       
 

                                                                                                                                                         (Verse 3 on next page.)  



4 

Taking the cross of grace and peace to form a community of uncommon servants. 

 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (cont.) 
3 How blest the land, the city blest,  Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes  To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He  Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise  Your happy shouts of praise.                                                                             Text: Public domain                                                                                                    

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                       Revelation 7:9-17                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                         (The praise of the multitude.) 
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 

peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches 

in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and  

they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders 

addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, 

you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day 

and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no 

more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the 

throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand    

 

VERSE                                                                                                                                                    Zechariah 9:9 

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, 

C humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       John 7:28-36 

                                                                                                                                                 (Can this be the Christ?) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from. But I have not 

come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he 

sent me.” 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet 

come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this 

man has done?” 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Phari-

sees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who 

sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, 

“Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the 

Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where 

I am you cannot come’?”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Be Seated – Children are dismissed for Children’s Church (CC). 
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MESSAGE HYMN                                                                                       531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 

          

       

       

       

       
                                 Text and tune: Public domain  
 

MESSAGE 

 

Please Stand    

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  (Thanks for your ongoing stewardship and support of God’s mission here!) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Prayer response after each petition…) 

P Behold, your King comes to you, 

C Righteous and having salvation!   

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                       Matthew 6:9–13 
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BLESSING OF THE PALM BRANCHES/ OUR BLESSING INTO THE WORLD  

P Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! 

P Who is the King of Glory? 

C The Lord, strong and mighty. 

P Who is the King of Glory? 

C The Lord Jesus is his name. 

P May all who carry these palm branches understand their symbolism, follow the King who comes to save anew, 

and take not only these palms, but the prayers and praises of Christ the King into the world.  Jesus is our Savior 

and King! 

C Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                  443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

      

      

      

                Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

Into the world singing His praise; for Christ is our Redeemer… 
 

A HUGE “Thank you” to those that served to make worship happen (virtual and in-person) today… 

Pastor ………………...……………………………….…. Rev. Jason Hoerth  Reader ……………………………….…. Carl Hartman 

Children’s Message ……………………….………. Chris Graves, DCE                   Organist ………………………….…….. Carol Trumbo 

Elder ……….……………………………………….….…. Jon Dreier                                Acolyte ……………….…………………. Vera Longley 

Trumpet …………………………………….……...…… Jim Howard 
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