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JANUARY 29, 2023  •  8:30 AM  •  FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
 

Welcome! We’re excited you’re here. In our service, we gather before Almighty God to offer Him our worship and praise. We come together to 
be strengthened through the study of God’s Word and empowered to live as His witnesses.  
 

Families, if you brought your children with you today, we want you to know that the spiritual well-being of your child is very important to us. 
Many families wish to teach and encourage their younger child(ren) to be in church and get what they can out of it. If you feel that you need to 
take your child out for whatever reason; there is a cry room near the back of the sanctuary and a restroom with a baby changing station is 
located by the elevator (to the left as you exit the sanctuary). Guests, we welcome you. If you will, please help us to get to know you by filling 
out the Guest side of the Welcome Card found in the pews/ chair backs and place it in the offering plates. 
 

As We Gather Think about the last three days. If God granted every prayer request you made, how would the world be different? Would you 
get an A on that test? Would you have a great hair day, or would that guy ask you to the dance? Would any of your prayer requests impact 
others? Has God ever answered one of your prayers?  When we look to Jesus, we see Him praying alone, early, often, consistently, in nature, 
in solitude, overnight, before miracles, to offer thanksgiving, amid difficulty, and even when He doesn’t like what’s ahead. Prayer was always a 
priority in the life of Jesus in all circumstances; seeking the Father’s will. Think about your current habits with prayer. How might we reprioritize 
prayer in our lives? 
 

WELCOME  

 

Please Stand    
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

OPENING HYMN                                           779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care 

 

                   Public domain 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                           Based on the hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

P Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

C We should never be discouraged. Let’s take it to the Lord in prayer. 

P Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 

C Jesus knows our every weakness. Let’s take it to the Lord in prayer. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In a time of confession, let us take our sins to the Lord in prayer, trusting that our Father hears us for the sake 

of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

(Please take a moment for silent prayer and reflection on your need for Jesus’ forgiveness.) 
 

P With humble hearts, we pray: 

C Father of all mercy and God of all consolation, we bow before You and confess our sinfulness. Your Holy 

Law, as we know it from the Ten Commandments, is like a mirror for our lives. It shows us how desperately 

we need Your forgiveness for our sins of thought, word, and deed. Even when we are not aware, we turn 

away from You when we should be turning toward You. Forgive us, Father. Have mercy on us, gracious 

Lord. Bring us the healing of body and soul that comes from the forgiveness of Christ. 

 

P Our Father in heaven hears our prayer and, in His great mercy, has given His Son to die on the cross and rise 

again for you and me. The blessing of His cross and resurrection is ours today. Upon this your confession, I, as a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

GREETING 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                          779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care                                                                      

5 While I am a pilgrim here, Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; Let me die Thy people’s death.                                      Public domain                                                            

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O Lord, let Your ears be attentive to the prayers of Your people. Teach us to pray rightly that we may 

know the privilege it is to lay our petitions before You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Be Seated 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

+ WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                      Genesis 18:20-33 

                                               (Abraham pleads before the Lord, and the Lord answers him.) 

20 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go 

down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 
22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham 

drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous 

within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it 

from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! 

Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 

righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have under-

taken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING (cont.) 

destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to 

him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh 

let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 

there.” 31 He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, 

“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but 

this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33 And the LORD went 

his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN                                                            702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

                   Public domain 

 

EPISTLE                                                                  Colossians 2:6-15 

                                                                              (Our lives rooted in Christ.)                                                                                                                 
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the 

faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 

and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 

Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all 

rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 

body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were 

dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us 

all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them 

in him.  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand    
 

VERSE                                                                               Luke 11:9                                                                                                                                              

P Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

P knock, and it will be opened to you. 

C Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 11:1–13    

                                                                  (Jesus teaches His disciples to pray.)                                         

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

11 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 

pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread, 4 and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is 

indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.” 5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him 

at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have 

nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children 

are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 And I 

tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone 

who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among 

you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Be Seated – Children are dismissed for Children’s Church (CC). 

 

MESSAGE HYMN                                         908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear                      

    

                 

    
 

                            © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012717. Public domain 

 

Please Stand    

 

MESSAGE                      

 

CREED                                          Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Meaning 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 
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CREED (cont.) 

C  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all eternity, and also true man, born of 

   the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won  

   me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy,  

   precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 

from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 

OFFERING  (Thanks for your ongoing stewardship and support of God’s mission here! Children return from CC.) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Prayer response after each petition…) 

P Lord in Your mercy,   

C Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                              Matthew 6:9–13                                                                                                                               

 

BENEDICTION                             Based on the hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

P Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

C We should never be discouraged. We take it to the Lord in prayer. 

P Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 

C Because Jesus knows our every weakness, we take all things to the Lord in prayer. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.                   Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                      782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings                                                                   

1 Gracious God, You send great blessings, New each morning all our days. 

For Your mercies never ending, For Your love we offer praise. Refrain 

 

Refrain Lord, we pray that we, Your people, Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of Your blessings, May bring glory to Your name. 
 

2 By Your Word You formed creation, Filled with creatures large and small; 

As we tend that endless treasure; May our care encircle all. Refrain 

 

3 In His earthly life, our Savior, Knew the care of faithful friends; 

May our deeds of dedication, Offer love that never ends. Refrain 

 

4 Heav’nly Father, may our caring, Bear the imprint of Your grace; 

With the Son and Holy Spirit, Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 
                                                                              © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012717. 

DISMISSAL 

Into the world, looking to and relishing the blessing of prayer… 
 

A HUGE “Thank you” to those that served to make worship happen (virtual and in-person) today… 

Pastor ………………...…………………….… Rev. Jason Hoerth                  Reader ……………………………… Emily Petrey  

Children’s Message ……………………. Chris Graves, DCE                  Organist ………………….……….. Carol Trumbo 

Elder ……….……………………….…………. Bob Remmele                     Acolyte …………………………..…. Alena Harris 
 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Parts created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 3, 2016; Series C, Quarter 3, 2019; Series C, Quarter 3, 2022; Series A 

Quarter 1 2023. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Lic. # 100012717. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 102268 


